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About Dr. Anthony G. Francis, Jr. is a Senior Software Engineer at Google Brain Robotics
specializing in reinforcement learning for robot navigation. Previously, he worked
on emotional long-term memory for robot pets at Georgia Tech's PEPE robot pet
project, on models of human memory for information retrieval at Enkia
Corporation, and on large-scale metadata search and 3D object visualization at
Google. He earned his B.S. (1991), M.S. (1996) and Ph.D. (2000) in Computer
Science from Georgia Tech, along with a Certificate in Cognitive Science (1999).
He and his colleagues won the ICRA 2018 Best Paper Award for Service Robotics
for their paper "PRM-RL: Long-range Robotic Navigation Tasks by Combining
Reinforcement Learning and Sampling-based Planning". He's the author of over a
dozen peer-reviewed publications and is an inventor on over a half-dozen patents.
He's published over a dozen short stories and four novels, including the EPIC
eBook Award-winning Frost Moon; his popular writing on robotics includes articles
in the books Star Trek Psychology and Westworld Psychology. as well as a Google
AI blog article titled . He lives in San Jose
with his wife and cats, but his heart will always belong in Atlanta. You can find out
more about his writing at his website .
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Learn more about how we do research

We maintain a portfolio of research projects, providing
individuals and teams the freedom to emphasize specific
types of work
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